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The current weather is reminding us that in spite of the spring flowers emerging, spring isn’t yet just around the 
corner. The weather forecast for the week is indicating that Siberian weather, including snow, is on its way. 
Through news reports and social media over recent years, children often assume that the first flakes of snow will 
result in school closure! At St Mary’s we assess risks associated with weather and will only close if a number of 
staff are unable to get to school safely or if the site for any reason is unsafe, due to ice, heating or other service 
failure. We ask parents to make their own decisions about getting children to school safely.  

We will contact you by text to keep you updated as the next few days unfold. Please check for text updates 
throughout the day. No text means we are open! 

We are celebrating this on Wednesday this 
week, not the official day of 1st March. As 
you will be aware, children are invited to 
come into school dressed as a favourite 
book character. We will have a session in 
the day when children can choose a story to 
listen to read by members of staff. It will be 
a great reminder about why reading is so 
important, and fun! 
Next Wednesday, to continue the book 
theme, we have the ‘West End in Schools’ 
company coming in to lead dance 
workshops for each class based on a 
children’s book. We will send more details 
when they are available. 

Parent and carer surveys 

We are sending out a school 
survey for you to complete. It will 
help us to see what is going well 
and how we can work to improve 
and develop our work with the 
children. Your constructive 
feedback will enable us to 
e v a l u a t e  a nd  p l a n  f o r 
developments over the coming 
months and into next academic 
year.  

Progress reports 
These are now being finalised for years 
1-6. They will be posted on 23rd March, 
You will be able to discuss them with 
class teachers the following week on 
e i ther 27 t h  or  28 t h  March at 
consultations. Appointments can be 
booked nearer the time and we will 
advise you of the dates for booking on-
line.  
Reception children will have written 
reports at the end of their first year in 
July.  

Rev James Mustard 
As you know, James is leaving the parish of St Marys to move to the 
cathedral in Exeter. His final Sunday service is on Sunday 11 March at 
10am at St Mary’s Church. You are welcome to attend the service.  
 
We will say goodbye to him here in school at a communion service on 
Friday 9 March. Unfortunately there will not be space for parents to attend 
so please plan to go the church service if you wish to say good-bye.  
 
James had been a great member of the St Mary’s team, including being a 
governor. His spiritual guidance and support for the curriculum, collective 
worship, and in pastoral matters, will be greatly missed. Our thoughts and 
prayers will go with him as he embarks on the next stage of his calling in 
Exeter.  

Tuesday 13th March at 6.00pm  
YEAR 5 SCHOOL JOURNEY MEETING 

This is to provide further information for 
the school journey in April. Further details 
are coming in a separate letter to year 5 
parents and carers.  

Wednesday 14th March at 2.30  
YEAR 6 AND YEAR 2 SATs Meeting 

The staff will lead workshops on how the 
assessments work and how you can 
support your child.  

SCHOOL CLOSES FOR THE EASTER 
HOLIDAY ON  

THURSDAY 29TH MARCH @ 3pm.  
WE RE-OPEN FOR CHILDREN ON  
TUESDAY 17TH APRIL@ 8.55am 

Forgiveness, justice, a fresh start.  
During Lent these are the themes for our daily worship. Thinking of the events 
leading up to Easter, we will be reflecting on how Jesus’ life and example 
can help us in relationships and friendships in day-to-day life in school. We will 
also be thinking about the wider world, and issues of social justice such as 
homelessness in our own community and beyond. Justice for the planet is 
another vital issue, as we think about what, as individuals and as a school, 
we can do to protect precious resources, wildlife and their habitats. The term 
is well underway and we look forward to another full and busy half term. 
Please do speak to class teachers, Mrs Constantinou, Mrs Richardson or 
myself if we can be of any help supporting your child in school.  
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