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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
Happy New Year to one and all! We hope you have all had a very merry and fun-filled Christmas 
break and that the children are feeling refreshed and energised, ready for a busy, exciting and 
challenging spring term. 
May we take this opportunity to say a huge “Thank You” for all the wonderful Christmas wishes, cards 
and gifts. We are extremely grateful and truly appreciate your generosity and kindness.  
 
To start the half term, our focus topic will be ‘Growing up’. In this science unit the children will 
consider the basic needs of humans for survival (food, water, air), the need for warmth and shelter, 
and additional needs for health and wellbeing. The children will research and identify simple 
differences between living and non-living things and will be introduced to the sequence of the 
human life cycle, first considering how they themselves have changed since birth. 
 
In English this half term, we will be looking at narratives and exploring the stories ‘Red Riding Hood’, 
‘Pretty Salma’ and ‘Pumpkin Soup’. The children will be looking at character profiles, writing from the 
perspective of different characters, writing letters and making comparisons. We will also be 
practising our reading, spellings, punctuation, grammar and cursive handwriting on a weekly basis. 
 
In Maths the children will continue to develop their knowledge of place value, partitioning and 
number sequences. They will then move on to look at areas such as; properties of 3D shapes, telling 
the time and rounding.  Please support children by continuing to practise times tables regularly.  
 
In RE, we will be thinking about Christianity. We will be visiting, researching and exploring our own 
school church, St Mary’s. The children will be sharing their ideas and opinions, discussing new 
vocabulary and identifying similarities and differences in order to make comparisons to other 
Christian places of worship. As part of our comparative study, we are planning a trip to the beautiful 
St Alban’s Abbey Cathedral, more details will be sent out shortly.  
 
 
Additional notes:  
 
Home-learning and spellings will continue to be sent home on Thursdays and folders are to be 
handed in on the following Tuesdays. Children will complete weekly spelling tests on Tuesday 
mornings, alongside a now weekly times tables test. Please ensure all home-learning is completed 
and encourage children to take care over the presentation of their work. If there are any difficulties 
with or questions about home-learning please pop in or drop us a note.  
 
Please continue to encourage your child to read regularly, this can be books from home as well as 
school-given books. We always encourage children to read a range of books both fiction and non-
fiction. Talking with children about the books they read, will help to develop essential 
comprehension skills.  
 
   

 

If you have any questions, concerns or queries,  
please do not hesitate to contact any of the Year 2 team. 


